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GHOSTED
Short Synopsis

Monika Treut Female MisbehaviouGendernautsreturns to narrative filmmaking after a
decade in documentary work with a mysterious ldeeysabout a Hamburg artist, Sophie, who is
trying to come to terms with her Taiwanese loveiL&ig's murder. To ease her grief Sophie
creates a video installation about Ai-Ling, and wibe brings the exhibition to Taipei she meets
the ambitious and seductive Mei-Li, a journalistons investigating Ai-Ling's death. Unable to
forget her dead lover and confused by Mei-Li's ades, she flees back to Hamburg. But when
Mei-Li turns up on her doorstep, Sophie beginaugpsct something strange is going on.

Long Synopsis

German artist Sophie travels to Taiwan after thdeen, unexplained death of her lover, Ai-ling,
in Hamburg. In Taipei, a journalist follows heresgngly obsessed by Ai-ling’s fate, and making
every effort to seduce Sophie.

The shy Ai-ling (Ke Huan-Ru) used all her strenigtiyain permission from her mother (Lu Yi-
Ching) to travel with Sophie to Germany. The yodaiwanese girl wanted to learn more from
her uncle in Hamburg Chen Fu (Jack Kao) aboutdtbef, who died when she was a child. Chen
Fu finds Ai-ling work in his restaurant, as wellaascommodation for the family of Patrick

(Kevin Chen), who's father (Chian-Tze Liu) also w&for him.

Five months later, the artist Sophie Schmitt (IBgach) has come to Taiwan to present her new
work, "Remembrance"”. This video installation hagssubject her beloved Ai-ling. Beautiful

and confident Mei-li (Ting-Ting Hu) shows at theempng. She gravitates to Sophie, and finally
persuades her to allow her to giver her a touraipdi’s night markets. Mei-li is interested in
knowing the fate of Ai-ling. Sophie remembers hestfmeeting with Ai-ling, shortly before the
screening of a Taiwanese film, just as she wasgdoatk into the Chinese restaurant with
Patrick. Sophie persuades Ai-ling to stay. The aamb charm of the young Taiwanese woman
enchanted Sophie. After the pained moans of Patnokther (Lu Yi-Ching) become unbearable,
Ai-ling moves in with Sophie.

Back from the night market in Taipei, Sophie igtetd as whe is awoken from her sleep by the
embraces of Mei-li. She fends her off, still inggrover Ai-ling. The next day, Mei-li finds only a
few boxes in Sophie’s Taipei apartment, where sles photos in which Sophie and Ai-ling
radiate happiness together.

Flashback to Hamburg, where the lovers are happyg t&pending every minute together. Then
Sophie suffers a serious illness, and after redogdorces herself to begin a new project. She
finds it strange that her friend is on the phonthwier mother in Taiwan every single day. Then
she discovers that Ai-ling had a secret patereiy tlone, because she suspects that her uncle
Chen Fu didn't tell her the truth about her owinéat Shortly thereafter, Sophie forgets that she
has a trip planned with Ai-Ling, and instead goés the internet artist Judy (Chang Nai Wen) to
Berlin. Ai-ling is heartbroken and jealous. In a lshe flirts with the Attorney Katrin Bendersen
(Jana Schulz).

In Taipei, Mei-li's article on Sophie Schmitt is a@ll received that they ask her to write more.
Shortly thereafter, she stands in front of Sophief in Hamburg, but only finds her neighbor
Leon (Marek Harloff) there. Sophie has stoppedaitiire apartment since Ai-ling's death. The



artist is excited to see Mei-li so quickly agairerHenacity and her serious interest in Ai-ling
finally dispel’s Sophie’s reservations. She fedisaion for the young Taiwanese woman.

But Mei-li abused her trust and secretly searclexddit, as Leon later informs Sophie.
Becoming suspicious, Sophie investiages Mei-li, famdls that no one under the name Mei-li
Wang entered Germany, or works for the Taipei ngsvgice. Who is the beautiful stranger who
entered her life?

The Chinese Ghost M onths

The seventh month of the lunar calendar is us@éiwan as the “Ghost Month”, which is when
supposedly the gates to the underworld are openyMeecautions must be taken and procedures
are to be observed at this time, and numerouv&stare celebrated, banquets are held and
rituals followed in order to ward off or appease &vil spirits of the dead which are wandering
the Earth.

The climax of the celebrations is the Ghost Fektivéhe 14th night of the ghost month. The
exact origins of the ghost month are not known,itastclosely connected with the Han Chinese
belief in life after death and ancestor worshipallnthe temples of the country, countless amount
of "dead money", made from burnt paper, can bedoAecording to the Taoist and Buddhist
tradition, these sacrifices appease the dead, ndroliestow the living with blessings and
rewards. These customs are observed by the younglbas the older generations in Taiwan.
Thus the age-old customs of the Ghost Month areepved and passed on.

Director Bio

Monika Treuthas written, directed and produced award-winnimgpendent features and
documentaries which screened at numerous filmvistthroughout the world and enjoy
international distribution. Retrospectives haverbleeld in Mexico City, Sao Paolo, Taipei,
Toronto, Cambridge, Helsinki, Hamburg, Thessalgriikis Angeles and Lisbon. Treut's first
feature, co-directed with Elfi Mikesch, was the twouersialSeduction: The Cruel Womam
1985, which since has become a cult classic. Gilhes includeThe Virgin Machine, My Father
is Coming, Female Misbehavior, Didn't Do It For leoand Gendernauts.

Since 1990 Treut has also been teaching and IegtatiColleges (Vassar, Hollins, and
Dartmouth), Art Institutes (SFAI) and Universiti@$l Chicago, UC San Diego and Cornell U) in
the U.S. Most of Treut’s films are available froinsE Run Features, including her latest feature,
Ghosted
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